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some indicator (such as color-coding, ribbing or writing) on one of the two
conductors to help you maintain consistency. It is essential to connect both 
speakers to the amplifier in the same way (in phase). If you experience a lack 
of bass, it is likely that one speaker is out of phase with the other and needs to be
rewired paying closer attention to connect positive to positive; negative to negative
on both channels. 

To connect wire to the binding post [see figure above], unscrew the hex nut 
and insert the bare wire into the hole near the base of the binding post. Do not 
insert the insulated part of the wire into the hole as this will not give you a good
connection. Twist the hex nut back down the binding post until it firmly meets 
the wire. Do not over tighten.

Connecting Mythos STS to a Multi-Channel 
Home Theater System 

Your Mythos STSs have a set of speaker level (high level) 5-way binding post
speaker inputs to feed in the left and right channel signals plus an LFE input to
separately feed the discrete “Low Frequency Effects” channel into each subwoofer.
Unlike a conventional system, where the subwoofer is driven only by an LFE
subwoofer signal, the Mythos STSs are much more sophisticated and can play
by the left and right channel bass signal as well as the LFE signal. For optimum
performance, please fully read and closely follow the directions in this manual. 

To start, strip 1/2 inch (12.7mm) of insulation from each of the two conductors 
of the speaker wire to expose the bare metal and twist each of the individual
conductors into single unfrayed strands. Connect the left front channel red (+)
terminal of your receiver or amplifier to the red marked (+) terminal of your left
loudspeaker and the left front channel black marked (-) terminal of your receiver or
amplifier to the black (-) terminal of your left loudspeaker. Connect the right
channel main/front channel red (+) terminal of your amplifier or receiver to the red
(+) terminal of your right loudspeaker and the black (-) terminal of the right
main/front channel of your receiver or amplifier to the black (-) terminal of your
right loudspeaker. Most speaker wire has some indicator (such as color-coding,
ribbing or writing) on one of the two conductors to help you maintain consistency. It
is essential to connect both speakers to the amplifier in the same way (in phase). If
you experience a lack of bass, it is likely that one speaker is out of phase with the
other and needs to be rewired paying closer attention to connect positive to positive;
negative to negative on both channels. 

red (+) terminal of your right surround loudspeaker and the black (-) terminal of
the right surround channel of your receiver or amplifier to the black (-) terminal 
of your right surround loudspeaker. Most speaker wire has some indicator (such 
as color-coding, ribbing or writing) on one of the two conductors to help you
maintain consistency. It is essential to connect both speakers to the amplifier in 
the same way (in phase). If you experience a lack of bass, it is likely that one
speaker is out of phase with the other and needs to be rewired paying closer
attention to connect positive to positive; negative to negative on both channels. 
Set the receiver’s or processor’s Speaker Set-Up menu as Surround = Large. 

Your Mythos STSs contain a built-in, active powered subwoofer section as well
as an electronic crossover and must be plugged into an electrical socket of the
appropriate voltage (as indicated on the back of your unit) using the electrical cord
which you have attached to the bottom of the speaker. The Mythos STS has a
special circuit which automatically turns the powered subwoofer section on when 
a signal is fed to the loudspeaker and does not require an on-off switch. Please note
that if you hear a pop from the speaker when the amp powers up, this is normal.
The LED on the back panel will light up when a signal is sensed and the amplifier
turns on. After the cessation of a signal, it may take up to an hour for the amplifier
to actually turn off. In some instances, because of stray radio signals (RF) in your
area, the LEDs may not turn off. However, this is nothing to be concerned about 
as the amplifiers draw almost no power when they are idling.

Setting Your Speakers’ Low-Frequency Level Control
Your Mythos STSs have bass level controls which allow you to tune the output

level of the powered subwoofers to match your room and personal listening
preferences. Please note that there are no controls to vary the crossover points 
or phase because these have been factory calibrated and set to provide perfect
blending (a major performance benefit of this innovative product). We suggest
beginning with the level control set at approximately 1 o’clock.

Normally the level control of the left speaker will be set the same as the level
control of the right speaker. However, these controls can also be set differently on
the two speakers in order to allow you to vary the response of left and right speakers
to compensate asymmetrical positioning of the speakers in your room (i.e., when
one is closer to a side wall or corner, etc.). This is a useful feature which allows you
much greater flexibility in loudspeaker placement, as well as the ability to
compensate for what could otherwise be difficult placement situations.

Powering the Active Subwoofer
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Connecting the Low Frequency Effects (LFE) Channel
Connect a “Y” connector (available from your dealer) from the LFE output on

your receiver or processor to feed two line level cables, connecting one to the LFE
input on your left Mythos STS and the other to the LFE input on your right speaker.
When using the LFE inputs, set your receiver’s or processor’s Speaker Set Up (bass
management) as Front = Large, Subwoofer = Yes (On). 

Using Multi-Channel SACD or DVD-Audio with 
your Mythos STS

Because of the nature of their bass management systems, a multi-channel
SACD player or DVD-Audio player (or any other format that requires using 
6-channel interconnects) requires the use of an LFE connection between your
receiver or processor and your Mythos STS. If you are using one of these players,
please use the connection method outlined in the “Connecting the Low Frequency
Effects (LFE) Channel” section. 

Surround Channel Hook-Up
If you are using the Mythos STS as side/rear surround speakers, hook up the 

left surround red (+) terminal of your receiver or amplifier to the red (+) terminal 
of your left surround speaker and the left surround black (-) terminal of your
receiver or amplifier to the black(-) terminal of your left surround speaker. 
Connect the right surround red (+) terminal of your amplifier or receiver to the 

Setting Low-Frequency Balance When Using LFE Input
In the receiver’s or processor’s speaker level menu be sure to set the subwoofer

volume to match that of the other channels in the system. Consult your receiver’s
manual for specific instructions on setting speaker levels. 

Speaker Wire Only Multi-Channel System Hook-Up
If you do not want to complicate your system hook up by connecting to the

Mythos STS’ LFE inputs, simply connect to the speakers’ high-level input binding
posts as described above and set your receiver’s or processor’s Speaker Set Up
(bass management) as Front = Large, Subwoofer = No (Off). All of the front
channel as well as the LFE bass will go to the Mythos STS. 

VERY IMPORTANT: Setting Bass Management and 
Channel Balance 

Dolby Digital and DTS multi-channel systems have critical channel
balance and bass management procedures which must be followed if the
system is to perform properly. We have spoken with many users with system
sound problems which could be clearly traced back to improper system
balance and bass management set-up. Consult your receiver’s or processor’s
manual to learn how to access your system set up menus. If you have
connected the LFE output of your receiver or processor to the LFE input of
the Mythos STS, using the Speaker Set Up (or bass management) menu set
the front left speakers as “Large” and subwoofer as “Yes.” If you have
connected the speakers using only speaker wire, set the front speakers as
“Large” and subwoofer as “No.” 

If you have a Definitive center channel with a built-in powered subwoofer
or other full range center channel, set your receiver’s Speaker Set Up center
channel setting to “Large” (although you should experiment with this to see
what sounds best in your specific system). For almost every other center
channel speaker set it as “Small.” If you are using large rear surround
speakers with very extended low frequency response such as a large
Definitive floor-standing system or one with a built-in powered subwoofer,
set the rear channels of your decoder’s bass management system to “Large.”
If you are using medium to small-sized center and surround speakers, set
them to “Small.”

Use the Speaker Level menu in your receiver or processor to set each 
channel in the system to the same volume level. While you can get decent
results doing this by ear, it is best to use an inexpensive Sound Pressure
(SPL) meter to get perfect channel to channel balance. Some new receivers
and processors have Auto Set Up functions that use a supplied microphone
to set levels.


